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FREEDOM

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Beatrice Taylor smiled as her eyes, 
reflections of hope and optimism, 
scanned the modest midcity Baton 
Rouge apartment.

A sofa was placed against one wall, 
staring directly at a television, and an 
inviting chair opened its generously 
padded arms to visitors.

The kitchen pantry lacked little.
More important than the trappings 

of furniture and a full fridge, however, 
was what the apartment represented: 
freedom. A freedom that was snatched 
from Taylor 24 years ago when a Jef-
ferson civil Parish jury convicted her of 
second degree murder and sentenced 
her to life without parole, the first Cau-
casian female to receive a penalty so 
severe that only capital punishment is 

more harsh.
Taylor to this day says she acted in 

self-defense and although much of the 

evidence would seem to support her 
claim, the jury disagreed. Coupled with 
a woefully inexperienced defense attor-

ney that was clashing legal swords with 
a savvy district attorney, Taylor’s odds 
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Ex-inmate
vows to

help others

Father John Carville, left, meets with Beatrice Taylor after the Chrism Mass celebrated at St. George Church on March 30. Taylor 
was released from prison this past October, and Father Carville wrote a letter on her behalf to the parole board. Photo by Richard Meek 
| The Catholic Commentator
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Wear your mask and return to Mass!

From the Bishop 
Bishop Michael G. Duca

On April 22 Gov. John 
Bel Edwards pre-
sented new guidance 

concerning our response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
these guidelines allow us the 
opportunity to begin opening 
our churches to full capacity 
again.  In considering these 
new guidelines, I want us to 
be aware that COVID is still 
spreading, even if at low and 
stable levels, and this should 
be a part of our consider-
ation.  To pretend that the 
danger is completely over 
could sabotage all the efforts 
and progress we have made 
up to this point. Yet with this 

caution acknowledged, I want 
to offer for the first time since 
this pandemic began a more 
proactive process to bring 
us all back together in our 
churches again. 

Most of the guidelines the 
governor has modified deal 
with the wearing of masks 
in gatherings outside and 
inside of buildings.  Each of 
these is modified depending 
on the amount and possibil-
ity of physical distancing.  Of 
particular importance for 
gathering in church is the 

guideline that allows the op-
tion to gather at full capacity 
for Mass if masks are worn. 

Because it is my desire to 
be able to invite more of our 
parishioners back to Mass and 
have a place for them as they 
return, I have decided that 
we will keep the mandate 
to wear masks and begin 
to lessen the physical dis-
tancing as more parish-
ioners return to church. 
Many church parishes now 
are struggling to maintain 
some physical distancing as 
more parishioners return 

to Sunday Mass after being 
vaccinated.    

While some parishes still 
use every other pew, espe-
cially where they have a large 
church and a smaller con-
gregation, many others are 
already using every pew.  I en-
courage all our pastors, where 
they are able and if the people 
seem in support, to open all 
your pews and encourage 
physical distancing of four to 
six feet, to begin with, letting 
the parishioners find their 
comfort zones.  Of course, 
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‘Gift of God’

By Dina Dow

The celebration of Easter continues with 
the Sixth Sunday of Easter followed by the 
feast of the Ascension of the Lord. The Sun-
day Mass readings offer historical reminders 
of the actions of the early church 
as model of apostolic mission. 
We hear how our resurrected 
Lord appeared for 40 days to 
the apostles, teaching and remind-
ing them his mission now continues 
through their mission by his command to 
teach, proclaim and love; a mission to thrive 
in Christ for the sake of building the king-
dom.

Calling all nations (Acts 10:25-48)
Through a dream God reveals to Peter 

that the apostolic mission is not only for the 
Jews but also for Gentiles, for all nations. 
Simultaneously, as Cornelius, a Roman cen-
turion and Gentile, prayed during the 3 p.m. 
hour there appeared standing before him a 
man in dazzling robes acknowledging that 
his prayer was heard. Cornelius responded 
to the instructions of this encounter and sent 
his representatives to find Peter and invite 
him to his home. Summoned, Peter went to 
the house of Cornelius and while proclaim-
ing, testifying and witnessing salvation in 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit “fell upon” (Acts 10:44) 
all present in the house, Gentiles who were 
listening. They immediately glorified God. 
Without hesitation all were baptized in the 
name of Jesus. 

Conversion by the proclamation of the 
message of Jesus Christ is real. Those who 
hear the word of God come to believe. The 
seeds of witness cultivate the mind and heart 
to receive and be receptive to the Holy Spirit. 
It is by this encounter with the risen Christ, 
the living word, that God plants love, devo-
tion, awe and truth through the power of the 
Holy Spirit in those who have come to hear 
and believe. For without doubt we know Je-
sus has come for all. Who do I know is being 
called by God? How am I living the mission 
of Christ to serve, teach and proclaim to all 
people?

God is love (1 Jn 4:7-10, 15:9-15)
Hence, as we come to know Jesus we come 

to know God. It is because of God’s love that 
we are, that we exist, that we have life. For 

love is an act of the will for the good of the 
other. Dr. Scott Hahn writes, “It was God’s 
love for us that caused him to send his own 
son into the world that he might bring us eter-
nal life and the life of God in us is displayed 
in how we love each other. In return, the dis-

ciples were required to show 
their own love by imitating 
the unifying love of the son 

and the father. Such a love had 
to be more than mere words; it 
had to be manifested by deeds, 

including keeping the commandments of Je-
sus. Christians should also love one anoth-
er with the same love that Christ showed to 
them. In loving Christ, we are loved by God, 
and God and Christ will abide in us (Scott 
Hahn, ed.,  Catholic Bible Dictionary). Am I 
aware of the depths of God’s love for me? How 
am I a beacon of God’s love to others? What 
sacrifices have I made because of my love for 
God and for others?

The First Glorious Mystery: The As-
cension (Acts 1:1-11, Mk 16:15-20)

After Jesus’ resurrection he appeared on 
earth to the apostles and other disciples for 
40 days. These eyewitness accounts have 
been part of our Easter season liturgies 
during the past six Sundays. During this time 
Jesus reiterated what he had taught. With 
post-resurrection encounters, the apostles 
continued to grow in understanding of life 
in Christ. Jesus, knowing his time on earth 
would soon end, promised to send the para-
clete, the advocate, the Holy Spirit, the third 
person of the Trinity, who moves forward the 
mission that is now placed securely in the 
hands of early church, namely the apostles, 
with St. Peter as the leader.

The glorious Ascension of Our Lord is told 
in the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark and 
St. Luke. It is by far my personal favorite New 
Testament moment in the life of Christ in tan-
gent with the announcement to the shepherds 
of the birth of Jesus. As Jesus entered by the 
incarnation is as glorious is how he ascended. 

In St. Mark’s account Jesus reiterates the 
message of the kingdom of God and gives 
the great commission to “Go into the whole 
world and proclaim the Gospel to every crea-
ture. Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved …” In St. Matthew’s account we 

When Judas Iscariot, the betray-
er of Christ, abandoned not only his 
post but his inner circle of disciples, 
the selection of St. Matthias to take 
Judas’ place testifies to the deter-
mination of the early church “get on 
with the business” of spreading the 
Gospel.

St. Matthias’ feast day is May 14. 
His name means “Gift of God.”

After Christ’s Ascension and be-
fore the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
the apostles gathered together to fill 
the void left by Judas. 

Acts 1:15-26 describes those 
days: “During those days Peter 
stood up in the midst of the broth-
ers (there was a group of about one 
hundred and twenty persons in the 
one place). He said, “My brothers, 
the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
which the holy Spirit spoke before-
hand through the mouth of David, 
concerning Judas, who was the 
guide for those who arrested Jesus. 

“He was numbered among us 
and was allotted a share in this 
ministry. He bought a parcel of 
land with the wages of his iniquity 
and falling headlong, he burst open 
in the middle, and all his insides 
spilled out. This became known to 
everyone who lived in Jerusalem, 
so that the parcel of land was called 
in their language ‘Akeldama,’ that 
is, Field of Blood.

“For it is written in the Book of 
Psalms: ‘Let his encampment be-
come desolate, and may no one 
dwell in it.’

“And: ‘May another take his of-
fice.’ ” 

St. Matthias had accompanied 
Christ throughout his ministry and 
was one of 72 sent out by Christ to 
spread the good news, a quality in 
his favor. He was one of two can-
didates in the running for taking 
Judas’ place. The other was Joseph 
called Barsabbas. 

The apostles gave lots to them, 

and the lot fell upon St. Matthias. 
He was counted with the 11 Apos-
tles. 

While the “casting of lots” may 
sound like St. Matthias won the lot-
tery or selected by a role of the dice, 
it was much more than that. At that 
time in the ancient world, however, 
casting lots was universally seen 
as a type of divination by which 
the will of God was revealed. It 
was also connected with Israelite 
temple practice and with assigning 
temple duties. 

St. Matthias was present with 
the apostles at Pentecost.

There are a couple of unique tra-
ditions about St. Mattias. One is 
that he preached in Jerusalem and 
was later stoned and beheaded. He 
is often portrayed holding an axe, 
the instrument of his death. 

A second tradition claims he 
preached the Gospel to the bar-
barians and cannibals in the inte-
rior of Ethiopia and was crucified. 
St. Matthias is the patron of 
carpenters, tailors, those with 
smallpox and in prayers for 
perseverance and for hope. 
Furthermore, St. Matthias is 
known for emphasizing the impor-
tance of self-control. He preached 
that people must subordinate their 
physical desires to their spiritual 
desires in order to experience the 
peace and joy God intends for them 
to have. 

According to St. Matthias, the 
Holy Spirit empowers people to 
exercise self-control over their un-
healthy physical desires so they 
can experience good health in both 
body and soul. For this reason he is 
known as the patron saint of alco-
holics.

His feast was originally celebrat-
ed on Feb. 24 (or Feb. 25 in leap 
years) but in 1969 was moved to 
May 14 so it can be celebrated out-
side of Lent.
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Marian Servants unite with Christ
By Debbie Shelley

The Catholic Commentator

Mary brings people looking for a fresh 
start to Christ, who provides healing, 
freedom and purpose in life. Following 
the Blessed Mother’s example, the Mari-
an Servants unite themselves with Jesus 
as workers in the vineyard helping to save 
souls.

The Marian Servants of the Eucharist 
in Baton Rouge 
and Marian Ser-
vants of the Visita-
tion in Hammond 
are communities 
of the Marian 
Servants of Di-
vine Providence, 
a public associa-
tion of Christian 
faithful in Clear-
water, Florida.  
Their mission is to 
help bring Cath-
olics to a deeper 
understanding of 
their vocation and 
mission in Christ. 
They do this by 
offering spiritual 
direction, retreats 
and intercessory 
prayer. 

The member’s 
own journeys 
with Mary have 
provided them 
with rich experiences to help others. 
 Marian Servant member Tonia Okpalobi 
grew up in a faith-filled household in Ni-
geria.

“Life was very structured, time for 
prayers first thing in the morning, at 
meals and after meals, school, as educa-
tion was very paramount and rosary at 
night before bedtime. Sunday Mass, very 
special, all dressed up,” said Okpalobi.

 Her routines in boarding school (high 
school) never changed. 

“As a teenager, college student to 
working adult I was not swayed by 
youthful exuberance but persisted in 
my faith even after I left Nigeria and 
came to the United States (in 1987) to 
further my education,” Okpalobi said. 
 She added, “God’s grace propelled me 
through. Every step of the way God was 
revealing my path to me and through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
our mother, I was forging ahead.”

She was a student at Montclair State 
College in New Jersey when she met her 
husband through a good friend and then 
moved to New Orleans. When Hurricane 
Katrina happened in 2005, she and her 
husband and four children moved to Ba-
ton Rouge where she is a parishioner at St. 
George Church and serves in the Council 
of Ministers. 

It was at daily Mass at St. George that 
Okpalobi met Donna Campbell, who in-
troduced her to the Marian Servants. 

“As a Marian servant I built up a lov-
ing, faithful relationship with the mem-
bers,” said Okpalobi. “Through sharing of 
our life experiences I became very aware 
of how to discern what is God’s calling.”

Like Okpalobi, Lisette Borné, assistant 
director for the Marian Servants of the 
Eucharist, grew up with much formation 

and a devotion to 
Mary. 

“From earliest 
childhood with 
my own mother 
and the Sisters of 
Mercy, then later 
with the Sisters 
of Mt. Carmel, 
in my years with 
the Come, Lord 
Jesus! program, 
then with the 
Marian Servants, 
I have always 
been asked to ‘be 
like Mary’ but I 
would shake my 
head – how is that 
possible? She was 
without sin and 
I’m definitely not.  
That was always 
a stumbling block 
to making her my 
model.” 

Borné’s Marian 
Servants’ formation revealed to her she 
was using Mary’s sinless state as an ex-
cuse to think it was impossible for her to 
be like Mary.  

“The teaching was yes, she never had 
original sin, but a few days after my birth, 
I no longer had original sin either because 
of my baptism,” Borné said.

Another excuse Borné had was that 
Mary was special because she was the 
mother of Jesus.

“As special as I think my four children 
are, they are not Jesus.  The teaching con-
tinued that no sooner had Mary agreed 
to be the mother of Jesus, she began to 
be humiliated, perplexed and suffer – a 
model for in our humiliations, our suffer-
ings,” said Borné.

She added, “I am coming to understand 
that Mary’s way is a way I can model as I 
see it modeled in so many of my Marian 
Servant sisters and brothers, a way of tre-
mendous faith in the love and care of the 
father for me, for all of us,” Borné said.

It was after seemingly fruitless prayer 
before the cloak of Juan Diego at the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mex-
ico that Mary Tauzin, current director 
of the Marian Servants of the Eucharist, 
“gave up trying” to ask Mary to be her 
mother and had a profound experience 
with Mary. From that point on, through 

Tauzin’s annual consecration to the Bless-
ed Mother that is a part of the Marian 
Servant rule of life, her relationship with 
Mary has flourished.  

“It was through the sharing of my 
brother and sisters regarding the con-
secration to the Blessed Mother that my 
understanding came about and my heart 
changed. I was able to state my concerns. 
I was able to hear others’ concerns.  I was 
able to keep bringing my heart to my God 
and he gradually filled my heart with the 
graces I needed to really understand the 
mystery; the mystery of Mary’s essential 
role in salvation history and in my per-
sonal salvation,” said Tauzin.

Elaine Matherne’s journey to the Mari-
an Servants evolved after moving to Den-
ham Springs in 1998.

“At that point in my life, a desire to pray 
the rosary became stronger. As a cradle 
Catholic, this form of prayer wasn’t a part 
of my life. In fact, I didn’t even know the 
mysteries of the rosary,” said Matherne. 
“Just taking that first step of prayer, my 
heart became more open and the Blessed 
Mother’s graces took over.” 

The persistence of “a mother who nev-
er gives up” led Matherne to the Marian 
Servants. 

“The joy that I have and continue to ex-
perience is being in a community of like 
minds. The gentle and peaceful way I was 
led and the joy and holiness that I saw in 
each member was so amazing to me,” said 
Matherne. 

 Mary Ann Henchy came in contact 
with the Marian Servants when she was 
studying to become a spiritual direction 
at the Cenacle of Our Lady of Divine 
Providence School of Spiritual Direction 
in Clearwater, Florida. She joined the 
Marian Servants of the Eucharist until 
the Holy Spirit called her to establish a 
community in Hammond, The Marian 
Servants of the Visitation.

Henchy’s Marian Servants’ formation 
taught her the importance of “being” 
rather than “being busy.”

“(Being Marian Servants) is not some-
thing we do, it’s who we are,” Henchy said.

Her husband, Frank, joined Henchy 
after she founded the Hammond commu-
nity.

“We pray together, we pray for our 
children and for our grandchildren,” said 
Henchy.

Likewise, it was through his wife, 
Lisa Landry, deceased, that Glen Landry 

Called by N
wine: Catholic Women’s Conference

• Adoration 
• Confession 
• Prayer teams 
• Shopping 
• Lunch provided 
• Rafe

Saturday, July 24, 2021
8 a.m.-3 p.m. (8 a.m. Mass)

St. Aloysius, 2025 Stuart Ave., Baton Rouge

Cost:  
 $55 before July 1

 $65 after July 1

 $25 Religious sisters, 
          consecrated & 
          students
 $30 Viewed live 
          streamed

Featuring: Kelly Wahlquist, Sonja Corbitt,
ValLimer Jansen, Staci Gulino & 

Guest Speaker Erin Franco

ame

Women IN    New Evangelizationthe

Register at
CatholicVineyard.com

Lisa Landry, deceased, former director of 
the Marian Servants of the Eucharist in Ba-
ton Rouge, places flowers on the head of a 
statue of Mary during a May crowning. Photo 
provided by Glen Landry

SEE SERVANTS PAGE 14
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(CNA) – A virtual three-day 
summit dedicated to St. Joseph 
will feature more than 40 evan-
gelists and aims to connect Cath-
olics with their “spiritual father.” 

St. Joseph is the patron saint 
for the Diocese of Baton Rouge.

The summit “Our Spiritual 
Father: Pilgrimage to the Heart 
of Saint Joseph” will be held on-
line from Sept. 30 through Oct. 
3, and will be hosted by Dea-
con Steve Greco, the president 
of Spirit Filled Hearts Ministry. 
The ministry will partner with 
Cardinal Studios to broadcast 
the summit online. 

Presenters at the summit in-
clude Father Donald Calloway, 
who compiled the “The Conse-
cration to St. Joseph,” along with 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordil-
eone of San Francisco, Bishop 
Kevin Vann of the Diocese of Or-
ange, Dr. Scott Hahn and Chris 
Stefanick, host of EWTN’s “Real 
Life Catholic.”

“This is the largest gathering 
of Catholics for Catholics all re-
lated to St. Joseph, our spiritual 
father, who has so much to offer 
us in this Year of St. Joseph,” 
said Greco in a press release an-
nouncing the event. 

Deacon Greco explained that 
after he read and prayed with 
Father Calloway’s book on con-
secration to St. Joseph, he was 
inspired to create the summit. 
He said he felt an “urgency” 
to help Catholics “to develop a 
friendship with the most formi-
dable saint for our times.”

“I was completely struck by 
Father Calloway’s profound 
work, and realized I didn’t have 
a devotion to St. Joseph as I 
should. I also realized that there 
were many more people out 
there like me,” he said.

Spirit Filled Hearts Ministry 
is based in the Diocese of Or-
ange, California. It holds virtual 
and in-person conferences and 
seminars on the faith.

The upcoming summit will 
include presentations from bish-
ops, priests, religious, evange-
lists and lay leaders. Those who 
sign up to virtually attend will be 
able to interact with Greco and 
participate in live daily prayer 

SEE SUMMIT PAGE 11

St. Joseph 
summit 
planned

 What is a Seminary Scholarship fund?
A seminary scholarship fund is an invested sum of
money, the interest of which is used in perpetuity to 
help fund the education of men studying for the 
priesthood.
How does someone establish a fund?
It is simple. A fund may be established and named for 
anyone you choose – Fatheriend, family, bishop, priest, reli-
gious, etc. Anyone can name or establish a fund.

Who do I contact to establish or contribute to a fund?
To create a fund or to make a contribution to an 
existing fund, please send it to the Vocations and 
Seminarians Department, P. O. Box 2028, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821-2028. 
For information, call 225-336-8778.
This is only a partial list of all Seminary Scholarship 
Funds.
Visit our website at www.diobr.org/vocations for a 
complete list of Seminary Scholarship Funds.

 Diocese of Baton Rouge Seminary Scholarship Funds  

Fund Contributions November through March 
 

Additional Scholarship Funds

Archbishop Antoine Blanc
 In Memory of: John D Bueche   $20.00
  Wendell Contine   $20.00
  Timothy R. Loncks   $20.00
  Raymond S. Schexnayder   $20.00
  John L. David   $30.00
 By: Knights of Columbus #8878
  M/M Joseph L. Daigle   $10.00 
  Joseph/Linda Daigle   $10.00  $24,723.31 
Louis and Nita Bonfanti 
 In Memory of: Louis Bonfanti
 By: Anita Bonfanti   $100.00 
  Lisa and Louis Bonfanti   $200.00 $3,465.00
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
 By:  CDA Ct. Our Lady of 
  Pompeii #2149  $150.00  $8,988.31
Father Michael "Mike" Collins 
 In Memory of:  Justin Pratter
  Helen Daigle
  Yvonne Guerin
 By: CDA Ct. Regina Coeli # 2063   $150.00  $2,945.00
Father Maynard E “Tippy” Hurst
 In Memory of: Myra Forbes
  Olive Mouch
	 	 Jeffery	Crockett`
  Fannie Schittone
  Helen Vicellio
  Jim Thibodeaux
  Mary Kamel
  Mary Ann Guidry
  Bobby Stanley
  Barbara Guidry
  Richard Billingsley
  Shirley Pecoraro
  Beulah Solar
  Dorothy Devillier
  Daniel Naquin
  Kenneth Litz
  Lois Rodrigue
  Virgie Hebert
  Jim Newman
  Iva Mae Chiasson
  Shirley Mae Settoon
  Violet Norris
  Mary Guarino
  Sr. Johanne Pederson
 By: Court St. Francis of Assisi #1915, Teenie Bajon, 
Barbara Schmitt, Margaret Blackwell, Lyn Deville, Linda LeBlanc, Pat 
Pavlovich, Patricia Schmitt, Gay Montealegre, Lucy Curry  
   $481.00  $22,951.00
Deceased Members of St. Gabriel Ladies Altar Society 
 By: Ladies Altar Society of 
  St. Gabriel   $500.00 $5,300.00
Msgr Leonard Robin 
 In Memory of: Msgr. L. Earl Gautreaux
  Edward and Mabel Gautreaux
  J. A. Gautreaux, 
  Toby Gautreaux
  Blanche G. Comeaux

 By: Randy, Lance, Chris and Scott Gautreaux,
  Hayley G. Clouatre   $1,000.00 $22,774.16
St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland
 By: CDA St. Margaret #2678   $76.00
 In Memory of: Charlie Martin   $20.00
	 		Doris	"Tiffany"	Morgan		 	$20.00	
 By: CDA St. Margaret #2678  $16,467.80
Father Clarence Waguespack Jr. 
 By: CDA Notre Dame de la Paix 
  Court #2316   $100.00 
  Our Lady of Peace Church   $278.00 
  CDA Notre Dame de la Paix   $100.00 
  M/M Donald Savoie   $50.00
  KC #7856 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
    $1,000.00  $25,982.00
Deacon Francis Waguespack
 In Memory of: R. J. Cazenaue Jr. 
 By: Wayne/Anne Rodrigue   $100.00 $6,305.00

Father Austin Carrico  ........................................................ $10,129.58
Rev. David M. Chauvin  ..................................................... $18,536.18
Father Vincent Ciolino  ...................................................... $20,000.00
Mr. and Mrs. C.C. Clifton  ................................................... $3,900.68
Father Thomas Colbert  .................................................... $20,000.00
L. W. Collens  .....................................................................$16,013.31
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Corde  .................................................. $3,900.68
John Thomas Coutee, Sr. Family  ......................................$10,100.00
Paul Creswell, Jr.  .............................................................. $20,000.00
Carol C. Daquanno, Sr.  .................................................... $20,000.00
James Calvin Devillier .........................................................$22,400.00
Dietrich and Bourgeois Families  ...................................... $28,240.00
Isaac Diez, Jr., USMA  .......................................................$20,071.70
Father Gustave Dorval  ..................................................... $20,000.00
Archbishop Drossaerts  .......................................................$6,418.38
Stephen Dugas  .................................................................. $8,365.90
Oliver H. Engerran  ............................................................ $20,382.89
Eugene E. Esnault  ............................................................ $20,000.00
Father Matthew Fashan  ......................................................$4,557.89
Monsignor James J. Finnegan  ...........................................$5,275.41
Monsignor Andrew Fatherey  ............................................$77,800.00
Monsignor Leo Gassler  ....................................................$20,100.00
Monsignor Paul J. Gauci  .................................................. $20,000.00
Edward C. Gauthier  ...........................................................$20,940.16
Monsignor Patrick Gillespie  ............................................. $20,000.00
Monsignor Cage Gordon  ................................................. $20,000.00
Mr. & Mrs. A. X. Guillot  ..................................................... $20,000.00
Father Leo Guillot   ............................................................ $40,600.00
Kathlyn Elise Heroman  ..................................................... $20,000.00
Father Salvador Impastato  .............................................. $20,000.00
Alvy Dee and Rezette Alleman Jenkins Family Living/Deceased  $10,000.00
Alene Kaylor  ......................................................................$18,518.68
Rev. Vincent Kleinpeter  .................................................... $20,000.00
Father Wilfred Knobloch  .................................................. $20,000.00
Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Koppel ...............................................$20,000.00
Father John Koppel  ............................................................$20,115.00
Knights of Columbus Council 9016  ..................................$75,000.00
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Calls to vocation are seldom simple, 
often countered by confusion, self-doubt 
and perhaps even a bit of second guessing.

Gonzales native Mindee Haydel under-
stands the dilemma as she navigates the 
early stages of her own discernment, de-
ciding whether to continue her successful 
career as a Pilates instructor and health 
wellness professional or enter the reli-
gious life.

“I am just trying to discern my voca-
tion, trying to figure out where the Lord 
is leading me,” said Haydel, who earned 
her bachelor’s degree in exercise physiolo-
gy from LSU in 2011 and her master’s five 
years later.

Responding to that need, the Office of 
Vocation of the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
offers several opportunities for young 
men and women considering a religious 
life. Come and See Weekends are offered 
at St. Joseph Seminary College in St. 
Benedict for young men considering the 
priesthood.

For potential women religious, the 
office held its inaugural Nun Run on 
April 10, which saw 12 young women, 
including Haydel, visit three convents. 
Chaperones and Vocations Director Fa-
ther Joshua Johnson visited the Mis-
sionaries of Charity at St. Agnes Church 
in Baton Rouge, the Hospitaler Sisters 
of Mercy in Zachary and the Daughters 
of Mary in Clinton. 

They also spent time with the Daugh-
ters of St. Paul in New Orleans.

“Our goal was to provide a peek inside 
religious life,” said Father Johnson who 
celebrated Mass at Holy Rosary Church 
in St. Amant, where he is pastor, to begin 
the day. 

“It was enlightening and inspiring to 
hear all about the different charisms of 
each of the orders, the individual stories 
and struggles endured to reach their goal 

and the beauty of the unifying thread be-
tween all was the burning desire to serve 
our Lord and resultant joy of answering 
Christ’s call,” he said.

Haydel said Father Johnson convinced 
her to attend, shortly after she had com-
pleted a St. Joseph novena.

“When he mentioned it I did not real-
ly know what it was,” she said. “He said ‘I 
want you to come.’ ”

Discerning religious life is still novel 
to Haydel, who admitted that growing 
up she believed she would likely take the 
traditional route of marriage and chil-
dren. Admittedly, friends in the past have 
said she should consider religious life but 
thought they were saying that in jest. 

“I think when you’re young you assume 
you are going to grow up, get married and 
have kids because that is what the world 
will tell you to do,” said Haydel, who has 
11 nieces and nephews. “And then life 
happens and you realize everyone is on 
their own journey. And it’s where God is 
leading you so you have to go where he is 
telling you to go.

“If (the vocation of marriage) is some-
thing the Lord wants for me, he will send 
me the right man and what will be will 
be.”

Her focus began to shift when short-
ly before she entered graduate school 
a friend asked Haydel to attend a Bible 
study. There, she met Julie Holden, who 
would eventually become her mentor and 
eventually Haydel, her faith blossoming, 
began to host a Bible study group for her 
family.

Holden also introduced Haydel to a si-
lent retreat in Grand Coteau, a spiritual 
weekend that left her “in tears.” She now 
eagerly anticipates the annual retreat, 
saying she needs “that recharge, that si-
lent time.”

As her spiritual life has grown, her 
faith life has blossomed. She attends dai-
ly Mass at St. Gabriel Church, where she 
recently moved, and often remains in the 

pew after Mass to pray. 
“There is such a peace,” she said. 
Her experiences have inspired her 

to consider a religious life but not just 
yet. She said the Nun Run was “nice and 
something I would do again” but she “did 
not have any questions that came to mind 
or no strong feelings. 

“That was an opportunity for me to see 
if I felt like the Lord was calling me to any 
of those places.”

More impactful was the relationship 
she instantly developed with the young 
girls, the majority of whom were teenag-
ers. 

“Something hit me with speaking with 
them, almost like being a role model for 
them,” Haydel said. “There was a sense 
of this could be something to come out of 
this, something with guiding youth, guid-
ing young girls at that age.”

Haydel’s prayer life will guide her dis-
cernment but she does plan to be more 
direct with God, asking him to show her if 
religious life is where he wants her to be. 
She also plans on spending more time in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament, either at 
eucharistic  adoration or after Mass. 

“Sitting there in peace, sitting in the 
quiet and still, you know the Lord is 

speaking to you,” she said. “That is a place 
I can always write down thoughts and 
feelings.” 

She admitted she has given some 
thought about what her life might be as 
a woman religious but still does not have 
enough knowledge of the daily routine of 
convent life. She quickly points out that 
any concerns she might have would “not 
matter because if this is where the Lord 
wants me to be he will give me the grace 
to be okay with any fear I might have 
about being away from my family.”

No matter the outcome, Haydel ea-
gerly anticipates the journey, saying her 
“vocation is coming from him, so there is 
an excitement it is going to be good. I am 
going to be joyful and peaceful because it 
is going to come from the Lord but it’s just 
getting there, having the patience.

“Sometimes you have to rest in the 
Lord and let him lead you.”

“I want what the Lord wants for me be-
cause I know I will be the happiest where 
he wants me, doing whatever he wants me 
to do,” she added. 

The Vocations Office is planning addi-
tional Nun Runs. For more information, 
contact the Vocations Office at 225-336-
8778 or email spayne@diobr.org.

Hearing the call not always an easy answer

The Office of Vocations of the Diocese of Baton Rouge recently held its inaugural Nun Run 
where young women discerning the religious life were able to visit three convents in Ba-
ton Rouge and also visit with the Daughters of St. Paul in New Orleans. Mindee Haydel, 
who is pictured in the rear, is one of the ladies who went on the visits that is considering 
a religious life. Photo submitted by Suzanne Payne | The Office of Vocations
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St. Joseph’s lilies/One father in heaven
Q Many statues and artwork 

depicting St. Joseph show him 
holding a staff with white lilies 

blossoming from it.  Is there any signifi-
cance to this?

A Tradition indicates that when 
Mary was three years old, she 
was sent to live in the Tem-

ple in Jerusalem. This was to fulfil a 
promise Mary’s parents had made to 
dedicate their child 
to the service of God 
because God had ended 
their childlessness after 
many years.  

According to visions 
received by Blessed 
Anne Catherine Em-
merich from Our Lady, 
this is how St. Joseph 
was chosen to be the 
husband of Mary: When 
Mary was 14, she was to 
be dismissed from the 
Temple and be married.  
Even though she had 
betrothed herself to God 
and did not want to be 
married, she agreed 
after receiving a revelation from God. 
Before potential spouses were presented 
to Mary, a priest had a vision that point-
ed to this passage in Isaiah, “And here 

shall come forth a rod out of the root of 
Jesse; and a flower shall rise up out of 
his root” (Is 11:1).  

As a result, messengers were sent 
out to bring all men of the line of David 
to be presented to Mary in the Temple. 
Each was handed a branch and com-
manded to inscribe their name on the 
branch and hold it during prayer and 
sacrifice. The branches were then laid on 

the altar and they were 
told that the one that 
blossomed was destined 
to be married to Mary. 
None blossomed.  

The priests in the 
Temple researched the 
ancestral tables again 
and found one man 
had been overlooked – 
Joseph. They brought 
Joseph into the Temple 
and gave him a branch 
to hold during prayer 
and sacrifice. As he was 
about to lay the branch 
on the altar a white 
flower, like a lily, blos-
somed from it. Joseph 

was now recognized as appointed by 
God to be Mary’s husband.  

Even though we are not obliged to 
believe private revelations such as those 

presented to Blessed Anne Catherine 
Emmerich, there is no reason not to 
believe them. Why would Mary tell 
someone an untruth? But, it is up to you 
if you want to believe this story about St. 
Joseph and the lilies or not.

The story above about Mary’s be-
trothal to St. Joseph came from The 
Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary” from 
the Visions of Ven. (now Blessed) Anne 
Catherine Emmerich by TAN Books. 
It is an interesting read. I recommend 
it, if you want to learn more about our 
Blessed Mother.  

Q In Matthew 23:9 Jesus says “Call 
no one on earth your father; you 
have but one father in heav-

en.” How then can we call our priests 
“father?”

A When Jesus said call no one 
“father” except God in heaven, he 
did not mean this literally. Jesus’ 

point was that we must not confuse the 
type of fatherhood God has (which is ul-
timate and unlimited) with other forms 
of fatherhood (which are limited and 
conditional).  Otherwise, we could not 
call our biological father by that name, 
which would be absurd. Not to be able 
to use the biological term “father” would 
erase the earthly analogy of God’s divine 
fatherhood.  

Limiting the use of “father” would 
also contradict many scriptural passag-
es. “Honor your father and your mother” 
(Commandment #4). Jesus criticized the 
Pharisees and scribes for not honoring 
their “fathers” and mothers in St. Mark’s 
Gospel. Furthermore, calling spiritual 
leaders “father” was common in the 
early church communities.  

St. Stephen addresses “my brothers 
and fathers” in the Acts of the Apos-
tles. St. Paul uses the same terms in 
Acts.  And St. Paul states “I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through 
the Gospel” (1 Cor 4:15). St. Paul calls 
himself “father” because he recognized 
his cooperation with God in leading 
the spiritual life of the communities 
entrusted to him.  

Jesus uses this type of language to 
make a point in a striking, memorable 
way.  Biological and spiritual fathers 
bear the authority of God and partic-
ipate in the one fatherhood of God. 
Biological fathers are responsible for 
raising their biological children; spiri-
tual fathers (our priests) are responsible 
for raising their spiritual children.  

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Phyllis Edwards experienced Jesus 
breaking bread and sharing it with her 
but it was not on a dusty road in the Holy 
Land.

Rather it was in a gro-
cery store checkout lane 
in Tangipahoa Civil Par-
ish.

For Edwards, who 
lives in the Amite area 
and is a member of St. 
Helena Church in Amite, 
“going to town” means 
packing errands into one 
day of driving. She had 
a medical appointment 
that was an hour away 
and “sorely needed some 
groceries.”

“Well, I thought, I can do both things 
on the same day. I can go to my appoint-
ment and then on the way back home, 
stop at (a retail store half-way between the 
doctor’s office and home) for my monthly 
grocery shopping. I had my list prepared, 
and it was long,” said Edwards.

After the doctor visit, Edwards went to 
the store, which was crowded.

With a buggy full of groceries, Ed-
wards waited in the long line.

“Finally, my turn came and I unpacked 
my overloaded buggy. The cashier rang 
up everything and between us we got it all 
back in the buggy. Now all I had to do was 
swipe my Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) card,” Edwards 
said.

She swiped the card and the message, 
“Not Approved,” flashed. She swiped a 
second time and the machine repeated, 
“Not Approved.”

Panic set in for Edwards.
She told the cashier, “No, that can’t be 

right. I got my food stamps today, it was 
on the same day as my doctor’s appoint-
ment. I just left from my doctor.”

The cashier called a manager, who also 
tried swiping the card, but to no avail. She 
asked Edwards if she was sure her food 
stamps came in that day, and Edwards 
confirmed that she always received her 
food stamps on the 10th of the month.

“I eyed the buggy, full of bagged gro-
ceries, spirits sinking as I thought of hav-
ing to put all that stuff back. I thought of 
the poor man behind me with only two 
items, waiting patiently. I looked at the 
long line that was building up behind me. 
I swore I could hear grumbling and mum-
bling coming from the people in the line 
that kept getting longer and longer,” said 
Edwards.

Looking at Edwards with sympathy, or 
perhaps pity, the manager told Edwards, 
“But hon – today is not the 10th.”

“What? Not the 10th? No, that’s not 
right. It has to be.  I had a doctor appoint-

ment on the 10th and I just went,” Ed-
wards said.

Tears welled up in Edwards eyes as the 
thought of all the things that could have 
gone wrong, perhaps her food stamps 
were canceled and she worried about 

what she was going to do 
for food.

The man behind her 
spoke up. She assumed 
he would say something 
like, “Move on out of 
here and let me pay for 
my things.”

But instead, the man 
said, “I’ll pay for it.”

“The whole line went 
completely quiet. The 
lane next to mine was 
completely quiet. Ev-
erybody was focused on 
this man, staring open 

mouthed as they heard someone offer to 
do the unthinkable: pay for a total strang-
er’s groceries,” said Edwards.

Shocked, she said, “I can’t ask you to 
pay for that.” He replied, “No, you didn’t 
ask. I’m offering.”

When she asked him, “Who are you?” 
he said, “It doesn’t matter who I am.” He 
smiled as he passed his card to the cashier 
and paid for the groceries.

“I was shaking so much the manag-
er helped me push my buggy toward the 
door,” Edwards said. “I couldn’t yet go 
outside – I had to sit on a bench and col-
lect myself. I felt like I was in a dream and 
would come out of it   with an empty bug-
gy, and no groceries.”

She pondered, “What just happened?” 
and drove home in shock. 

When she got home she checked the 
calendar and discovered that the doctor’s 
appointment was on the ninth, not the 
10th. She thought the day’s date was the 
10th all day.

Soon after that Edwards made a divine 
connection with her “chance” encounter 
at the store.

She called her cousin and told him 
what had happened. He mentioned that 
after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, 
Jesus met two of his followers on the road 
to Damascus and they didn’t recognize 
him.

“That’s me!” Edwards exclaimed. “ ‘I 
met Jesus in (at the store) and didn’t rec-
ognize him. He was just an ordinary man 
with two items in his buggy. But he fed me 
that day.’ ”  

The two also talked about a passage 
from the St. Matthew’s Gospel in which 
Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in,  I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.”

SEE EDWARDS PAGE 11

Checking out with Jesus

Phyllis Edwards 

Where Will You Travel for 
Your First Post-Covid Trip?

Stephen Binz’s pilgrimage trip was truly an amazing experience! We saw so many interesting 
places and learned so much about the historical and cultural background. The retreat experi-
ences offered special opportunities for growth. I would recommend his trips to anyone!
SUSIE AND RICH WHITLOW, BATON ROUGE, LA

“I traveled to the Holy Land expecting to see many of the biblical sites, but this trip far exceed-
ed my expectations.  I especially appreciate the privilege of walking the Via Dolorosa in the 
peace and quiet of the early morning, and attending Mass in the tomb of Our Lord was the 
highlight of the trip.” 
BEVERLY AND JAMES SHAW, BATON ROUGE, LA

“This trip was everything that we hoped for and more. Visiting the Holy Land was a privileged 
experience which we will always cherish in our hearts. The balance of learning and spiritual 
reflection at each site helped us to experience the life of Christ in a new and profound way. 
MARCY AND JEFF HOLEMAN, BATON ROUGE, LA

“Stephen Binz takes you on a time travel through centuries to walk with Jesus and imagine 
his world as he experienced life.  He shares his wealth of knowledge of history, religion, and 
customs and brings a sense of peace and spirituality to each day.  
JOHNETTE LANGLOIS, BATON ROUGE LA

“For a Catholic this is a trip of a lifetime. The planning, organization, and ability to have pref-
erence at some of the holiest places on earth made this trip unique and beyond just special. 
Joann and I are still in awe over what we saw and did; it exceeded our expectations. 
DALE & JOANN WALSH, BATON ROUGE LA

“Stephen has been voted our number one pilgrimage leader, his trips are extraordinary!”
SELECT INTERNATIONAL TOURS, FLEMINGTON, NJ 

 

This custom 13-day “comprehensive” 
pilgrimage is designed to change your 
life forever.  October is the ideal month, 
between the heat of summer and the 
rain of winter, when the days are mild 
and the skies are clear.

For complete information and itinerary, go to www.Bridge-B.com 
or write to SJBinz@aol.com with any questions.

Stephen Binz is a Catholic biblical 
scholar, popular speaker, author of 
Threshold Bible Study, and pilgrimage 
leader. His books have earned numer-
ous awards from the Association of 
Catholic Publishers and the Catholic 
Press Association. Stephen lives in 
Baton Rouge with his wife, Dr. Pamela 
Pike. See his work at www.Bridge-B.
com.

Holy Land Pilgrimage, the newest book by 
Stephen Binz, is a guide for both travelers 
and armchair pilgrims. If you are unable to 
travel to the Holy Land, you can make an 
armchair pilgrimage to each site with the 
120+ color photos, descriptions, Scripture, 
meditations, and prayers. 

Thanks to Israel's amazingly 
effective immunization efforts,
the Holy Land is now ideal 
for a safe and spiritual 
pilgrimage.
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National Child Abuse Prevention Month
By Richard Meek

The Catholic  
Commentator

The Diocese of Baton 
Rouge employed a three-tier 

approach during National 
Child Abuse Prevention 

Month, which took place 
in April.

A stunning rosary 
video featuring six 
different languages 
was the capstone of 
the month, which 

also featured stu-
dents planting pinwheel gar-
dens and Bishop Michael G. 
Duca requesting priests to 
offer prayer intentions for vic-
tims of sexual abuse and the 
many individuals working in 
health care, law enforcement 
and victim advocacy.

“The month of April is a 
special time when we join 
others in our community 
and across the nation to raise 
awareness about the sin of 
sexual abuse,” Bishop Duca 
said in the rosary video. “I 
ask that you take a moment 
to join your prayers with ours 
and (pray) the healing rosary 

as we pray for the victims of 
sexual violence and the count-
less individuals working in 
health care, law enforcement 
and victim services.”

The bishop also asked indi-
viduals to trust in the Lord as 
the community strives to heal 
those who have been harmed.

“(Child abuse) is not just a 
Catholic Church problem; it is 
happening in the community 
we live in,” said Amy Cordon, 
director of the diocesan Office 
of Child Protection and Vic-
tim Assistance. “People must 
be aware this is happening. 
We must all fight it together 
to protect the children at risk, 
the vulnerable and those who 
are marginalized in our local 
communities.”

She said the diocese part-
ners with other individuals 
and programs in the com-
munity to raise awareness 
against sexual violence of all 
kind, especially human traf-
ficking. 

“We are asking the com-
munity to pray with us for the 
victims, law enforcement offi-
cials and advocates,” she said. 

Called “A Rosary for Heal-

ing and Protection,” Cor-
don said the rosary features 
prayers in English, Vietnam-
ese, Portuguese, Spanish, Ko-
rean and Ibo. Reflections on 
the mysteries were authored 
by the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops and 
prayed by three soon-to-be-
ordained priests.

People from an array of 
professions prayed each de-
cade.

“As in the Catholic Church, 
everything begins and ends 
with prayer,” she said. “In 
making the rosary, it was our 
intention to specifically pray 
for those who are too angry 
and hurt to pray for them-
selves at this point.

“(The languages) make is 
special, so symbolic. It is truly 
a multi-cultural rosary.”

Five schools participated in 
the planting of pinwheel gar-
dens, including Holy Family 
in Port Allen. St. Peter Chanel 
in Lutcher, Mater Dolorosa 
in Independence, St. Francis 
Xavier in Baton Rouge and St. 
Theresa of Avila in Gonzales.

Although April is the dedi-
cated month to raise aware-

ness of child abuse, Cordon 
said the focus must be year-
round, with part of the effort 
focused on cultural influenc-
es. She said internet safety is 
a concern but added sexual 
predators are always refining 
ways to traffic children and 
vulnerable adults.

Cordon noted law enforce-
ments are diligent in attempt-
ing to stay ahead of traffickers 
and that everyone must be 
committed to finding a solu-
tion that addresses the spe-
cific challenges of their own 
local communities.

“When considering the 
evils that we are up against, 
and the lasting effects of 
sexual abuse, we have to stay 
focused,” Cordon said. “It af-
fects the families, future fam-
ilies and for generations. 

“We cannot become com-
placent.”

“Prayer changes things, be-
cause it changes us and others 
who are praying with us,” she 
added. 

The rosary, which was pro-
duced by Catholic Life TV, is 
available at diobr.org/rosary-
for-healing.

[A] [B] [C] [D]

Older students at St. Theresa Middle School in Gonzales lined up to 
pray the rosary after the younger students had earlier planted the 
pinwheels. Photo provided by St. Theresa School

St. Theresa students took advantage of sunny skies to pray outside 
for the victims of child abuse. Photo provided by St. Theresa School

The walkway leading up to Mater Dolorosa School in Independence was 
lined with the sparkling pinwheels. Photo provided by Mater Dolorosa 

[A] St. Peter Chanel Interparochial School in Paulina students proudly hold 
a sign advocating against child abuse. Photo provided by St. Peter Chanel School

[B] After planting their pinwheels, St. Peter Chanel students lined up for a 
picture. Photo provided by St. Peter Chanel School

[C] Students from St. Francis Xavier School in Baton Rouge stand by the 
pinwheels they planted. Photo provided by St. Francis Xavier School

[D] Students at Holy Family School in Port Allen process through the 
schoolyard with their pinwheels. Photo provided by Holy Family School
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Special to The Catholic Commentator

The cheerleaders and dance 
team from St. Joseph’s Academy 
in Baton Rouge each brought 
home national championships 
from competitions recently held 
in Orlando, Florida.

The cheerleaders won the 
2021 National High School 

Cheerleading Championship 
(NHSCC), held April 23-25 at 
Disney’s Wide World of Sports 
in Orlando, Florida.

The NHSCC is billed as the 
country’s most prestigious high 
school cheerleading champion-
ship. 

The Red Steppers brought 
home top honors from the 2021 

National Dance Team Champi-
onship, held April 22-25, also 
in Orlando. The competition 
is administered by Universal 
Dance Association and is the 
only national-level dance team 
championship endorsed by the 
National Federation of State 
High School Associations.  

The SJA cheerleaders compet-
ed in the Super Varsity Division 
with its traditional competition 
routine, which includes elite 
stunts, tumbling, pyramids, 
jumps and a minute-long cheer. 
During the  semifinal round, 
SJA “hit” a perfect routine with 
zero deductions, moving onto 
the final round and bringing 
home the title of national cham-
pion.

“This has been a dream come 
true for me,” said coach Mollye 
McManus. “Ever since I became 
an SJA cheerleader in 2011, I 
have dreamed of coaching this 
team. 

“And this past weekend, we 
brought a national champion-
ship title back to Baton Rouge.”

“This has been a crazy year 
working around COVID-19 
restrictions, major schedule 
changes and multiple injured 
athletes,” she added. “These 
girls are resilient and so tal-
ented. They were always willing 
to learn new skills and made it 
happen, despite the obstacles. 
Their work ethic is something 
every coach dreams of, and 
I could not be more proud of 
these girls. 

“My heart is bursting.”

Senior Josie Moore said be-
ing a national champion means 
much more than bringing home 
top honors from the competi-
tion itself. It also means count-
less hours of work and overcom-
ing every obstacle in the way. 

“Our team has become such 
a family, and there is no bet-
ter feeling than all your hard 
work paying off with your best 
friends,” Moore said. “Hav-
ing won my freshman year and 
falling short the past two years 
made this win even more spe-
cial because as seniors, we felt 
as if we finally finished what we 
started. Winning that national 
championship title will always 
be a memory I hold close to my 
heart, and I hope the future SJA 
cheerleaders will one day get to 
experience the feeling of every-
thing being worth it in the end.” 

The Red Steppers competed 
in Large Varsity Jazz and Game 
Day, finishing first in Game Day 
and fourth in Jazz. 

“I am still on cloud nine,” said 
Coach Jade McCune. “This team 
is just two years old, and it feels 
unreal to bring home a national 
championship. More than that, 
the feeling of watching this 
team take the floor after a year 
of uncertainty with an unbreak-
able bond and leave every piece 
of themselves out there is truly 
the best feeling. 

“They came to each practice 
with such positivity and grew 
every step of the way. As a team, 
we put our faith first and al-
lowed God to guide our jour-

ney.”
Hailey Griggs, a senior and 

team captain, said that the 
national competition is usu-
ally held in January. With  
COVID pushing the date back 
three months, there were teams 
across the country that opted to 
end their seasons early. 

“(McCune) questioned us as to 
what we wanted to do,” she said. 
“One hundred percent of the 
team voted to continue, put in 
the work and compete for a na-
tional title. As the long months 
went by, we put in the blood, 
sweat and tears to get the team 
where we needed to be for na-
tionals. We put in the work, and 
it paid off.”

“The SJA Red Steppers are 
now national champions,” she 
added. It still blows my mind. 
I couldn’t be more thankful or 
proud of this program and these 
girls. 

Junior Bella Grier, also a co-
captain, expressed her enor-
mous pride in the Red Steppers’ 
accomplishments. 

“There really is nothing quite 
like the feeling of being out on 
the mat in front of the castle 
with girls who are like sisters to 
me,” she said. “Being national 
champions in only our second 
year as a team is the best feel-
ing in the world, and I can’t even 
begin to explain how happy and 
blessed I feel to be a part of such 
an amazing program. I love our 
team so much, I can’t wait to see 
all that we’ll accomplish in the 
future.”

SJA earns two national titles

The Red Steppers from St. Joseph’s Academy in Baton Rouge won top honors in the 2021 National Dance 
Team Championship held April 23-25 in Orlando, Florida. Photo provided by St. Joseph’s Academy
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“Beloved St. Joseph, patron 
of the universal church, 
strengthen our response 
to our call to holiness so 
that we will confidently 

go and “make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the father, 
and of the son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that Jesus 
commanded.”

Solution on page 14

ACROSS
1 One of the two natures of Jesus
6 St. ___ Diego
10 ___ Cross Brothers
14 Chew the scenery
15 Annapolis (abbr.)
16 A Rachael Ray favorite
17 Light melodies
18 Obtains
19 Suggestive
20 Roof of the mouth
22 Matter of law
23 Potpourri
24 Greek prayer
25 “Can any of you by worrying ___ a 

single moment to your life-span?” 
(Mt 6:27)

27 Rerum ___
31 Mrs. McKinley
34 Jeremiah’s description of himself
38 Element of Baptism, in Paris
39 “Quo ___?”
41 Bologna bone
42 Monopoly quartet (abbr.)
43 Castor’s mother
44 Mosquito bite
46 Distress signal
47 “The Tortoise and the Hare” author
48 Boy
49 Singleness
52 Number of Commandment that 

forbids taking the Lord’s name in 
vain

53 Coveted statuette
57 Catholic actress Dunaway
60 Cardinal color
63 Reception in colonial India
65 Mr. Greenspan
66 Enclose in paper
68 New Zealand aboriginal
69 Category
70 Soprano Gluck
71 Finished
72 Golf mounds
73 Urges
74 Big name in farm equipmen

DOWN
1 “Our soul waits for the LORD; he is 

our ___ and shield” (Ps 33:20)
2 Eskimo boat
3 Unsinkable Catholic survivor of the 

Titanic
4 Fragrant oil
5 Like some dolls
6 Earthenware container
7 Computer nerd, e.g.
8 Poker stake
9 Archdiocese in the Bahamas
10 He had John the Baptist executed
11 Like zero
12 Positions
13 Spool-like toy
21 US government agency
26 Auto agency
28 Biblical division
29 Brother of Miriam
30 Charlotte’s dessert?
31 Ancient Roman day
32 Queen of Carthage
33 PDQ
34 Long, distressful cry
35 US labor agency
36 Applied
37 “…___ thousand times…”
40 Malt beverage
45 Sunday now called Divine Mercy 

Sunday
47 Taken body and soul into heaven
50 The Archdiocese of Oslo is found 

here
51 Turf
52 Paul made these
54 Large wading bird
55 Residence
56 Less common
57 ___ and abstinence
58 Natural balm
59 Lively, as in sailing
61 Perry’s creator
62 Ruin
64 Travel on
67 Step in ballet

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

0 12 2 22 32

42 52 62

72 82 92 03 13 23 33

43 53 63 73 83 93 04

14 24 34

44 54 64 74

84 94 05 15

25 35 45 55 65

75 85 95 06 16 26 3 46 6

56 66 76 86

96 07 17

27 37 47

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

SUMMIT 
From page 4

and healing services. 
People can participate in the 

conference free of charge, with 
the option of purchasing a $49 
“passport” to have permanent 
access to the presentations, to 
“bonus content,” and to a free 
copy of Father Calloway’s book. 

“We have prayed over every 
presenter and asked the Holy 
Spirit to show us who, what and 
how to do this,” said Deacon 
Greco. He said that the “support 
and collaboration has been in-
credible,” and believes that the 

event will be one that is “histor-
ic for the church in this special 
year under St. Joseph’s cloak 
dedicated by our Holy Father.” 

“Families are in crisis, people 
are in need of healing, and the 
whole Church needs to be better 
equipped to battle when under 
spiritual attack,” he said. 

The summit is “for everyone,” 
said Deacon Greco, including 
“the faithful, the curious and 
for those who have gone astray.” 
He said the virtual nature of the 
summit, where attendees can 
“attend” anonymously, will be 
especially helpful for those who 
are “struggling” but who want 

to increase their devotion.
“For those who are strug-

gling, but want to experience 
the talks, prayer and friendship 
with St. Joseph – participants 
can go at their own pace,” he 
said. “We know people will be 
touched, healed and set on fire 
anew.” 

“St. Joseph is going to lead 
the church like never before 
because he is the patron of the 
universal church,” he said. 

The summit will be taking 
place during the Year of St. Jo-
seph, announced by Pope Fran-
cis on Dec. 8, 2020, and which 
concludes on Dec. 8, 2021.

EDWARDS 
From page 7

When Edwards attended Mass that Sunday, 
chills went through her as she believed she was 
hearing words of confirmation as the same Gospel 
passage was read.

A retired teacher who taught math and science 
for about 33 years, Edwards said she still finds her-
self learning, especially when it comes to matters 
of faith.

“I am lucky to have been born with the gift of 

faith, and also raised. I have learned how impor-
tant it is to have faith in him in all things,” said 
Edwards. “Most important of all, I have learned to 
give my problems over to him.”

She said God has always taken care of her, but 
she may not recognize it until afterwards. It may 
come by a friend, or in the “mail or by a man at the 
grocery store.”

People say, “God doesn’t answer my prayers. Yes, 
he does. There’s so many good things that happen,” 
said Edwards. “He  is always working in our lives, 
we just have to recognize it.”

GOSPEL 
From page 2

read, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the father, and 
of the son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have com-
manded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, un-
til the end of the age” (Mt 
28:19-20). After giving this 
final command, Jesus as-
cended into heaven and 
“took his seat at the right 
hand of God” (Mk 16:19). 
The apostles witnessed this 
entire moment. One cannot 
even imagine the experi-
ence, yet we can certainly sit 
and pray with this passage, 
asking the Lord for wisdom.

Pertaining to the Ascen-
sion of our Lord, St. John 
Paul II stated “For all eter-
nity Christ takes his place as 
the firstborn among many 
brethren: our nature is with 
God in Christ. And as man, 
the Lord Jesus lives forever 
to intercede for us with the 
father. At the same time, 
from his throne of glory, 
Jesus sends out to the whole church a message of 
hope and a call to holiness. Because of Christ’s mer-
its, because of his intercession with the father, we 
are able to attain justice and holiness of life in him. 
The church may indeed experience difficulties, the 
Gospel may suffer setbacks, but because Jesus is at 

the right-hand of the father the church will never 
know defeat. Christ’s victory is ours” (Homily of St. 
John Paul II, May 24, 1979, vatican.va). 

Am I responding to God’s call to holiness? Am I 
finding the time to pray and build my relationship 
with God: to listen, to meditate, to contemplate all 

that God is asking of me as 
a missionary disciple? Do I 
“get out” each day with the 
intention of seeking the 
Lord in all that I do for the 
sake of the kingdom? Am I 
aware of the abundant grace 
which pours forth from the 
sacraments, established by 
Jesus for us to have life in 
him, as “they give birth and 
increase, healing and mis-
sion to the Christian’s life 
of faith” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, Paragraph 
1210)? Am I thriving in a life 
in Christ?

Year of St. Joseph
In this year of St. Joseph, 

we pray, “Beloved St. Jo-
seph, patron of the univer-
sal church, strengthen our 
response to our call to ho-
liness so that we will con-
fidently go and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the father, and of the son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
Jesus commanded.” Amen. JMJ

Dow is the director of the Office of Evangeliza-
ton and Catechesis. 
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The entire Easter season is filled 
with readings in the Mass and in 
the official prayer of the church, 

the Breviary, that constitute sort of a 
historical catechism of the Catholic 
faith.  I was praying the 
first hour of the day for 
April 22 in my Breviary 
this morning, and it 
ended with a pas-
sage from the treatise 
“Against Heresies” by 
St. Irenaeus, bishop 
and martyr.  It con-
tained a graphic expla-
nation of the Eucharist, 
the most important of 
the seven sacraments 
that we believe Jesus 
left his church.  

St. Irenaeus was the 
bishop of Lyon France, 
and a grandson in the 
faith of Jesus’ apostle 
and evangelist St. John.  
What I mean is that St. 
John the Evangelist had 
a friend and disciple who was a priest 
and martyr, St. Polycarp.  In turn, he 
had a friend and disciple who became 
the first of the early church fathers 
revered by both the East and West 
churches as St. Irenaeus, bishop and 
martyr of Lyon.  He was born between 
120 and 130 in Smyrna, Turkey, and 
died around 200.  The passage I will 
quote, written in the second century, 
which I read from my e-Breviary, (Isn’t 
that a bit of irony?) is entitled “The Eu-
charist, pledge of our resurrection.”

“If our flesh is not saved, then the 
Lord has not redeemed us with his 
blood, the eucharistic chalice does not 
make us sharers in his blood, and the 
bread we break does not make us shar-
ers in his body.  There can be no blood 
without veins, flesh and the rest of the 
human substance, and this the word of 
God actually became: it was with his 
own blood that he redeemed us.  As the 
apostle St. John says: “In him, through 

his blood, we have been redeemed, our 
sins have been forgiven.    

“We are his members, and we are 
nourished by creatures, which is his 
gift to us, for it is he who causes the 

sun to rise and the rain 
to fall.  He declared that 
the chalice, which comes 
from his creation, was 
his blood, and he makes 
it the nourishment of our 
blood. He affirmed that 
the bread, which comes 
from his creation, was 
his body, and he makes 
it the nourishment of our 
body.  When the chalice 
we mix and the bread we 
bake receive the word of 
God, the eucharistic ele-
ments become the body 
and blood of Christ, by 
which our bodies live 
and grow.  How then 
can it be said that flesh 
belonging to the Lord’s 
own body and nourished 

by his body and blood is incapable of 
receiving God’s gift of eternal life?   
St. Paul says in his letter to the Ephe-
sians that we are members of (the 
Lord’s)  body, of his flesh and bones.  
He is speaking of a real human body 
composed of flesh, sinews and bones, 
nourished by the chalice of Christ’s 
blood and receiving growth from 
bread which is his body.  

“The slip of a vine planted in the 
ground bears fruit at the proper time.  
The grain of wheat falls into the ground 
and decays only to be raised up again 
and multiplied by the Spirit of God who 
sustains all things.  The wisdom of God 
places these things at the service of 
man and when they receive God’s word 
they become the Eucharist, which is the 
body and blood of Christ.  In the same 
way our bodies, which have been nour-
ished by the Eucharist will be buried in 
the earth and will decay, but they will 
rise again at the appointed time, for the 

word of God will raise them up to the 
glory of God the father. Then the father 
will clothe our mortal nature in immor-
tality and freely endow our corruptible 
nature with incorruptibility, for God’s 
power is shown in weakness.”

The breviary then asks the reader to 
pray a response from John 6:48-52:

“I am the bread of life.
Your forefathers ate manna 
in the desert,
and they died.
This is the bread that comes
down from heaven;
anyone who eats this bread
will never die, alleluia.”
Last year a survey was taken by a 

public group which asked Catholics 
if they believed that in the Mass the 
bread and wine really become Christ’s 
body and blood.  A significant number 
responded that the bread and wine 
were just “signs” of Christ’s body and 
blood.  We can see from the testimony 
of St. Irenaeus in the second century 
that from the apostle John, who was at 
the Last Supper and with Jesus under 
the cross, and who saw him with the 
other apostles after his resurrection, 
to his pupil St. Polycarp, to his pupil 
St. Irenaeus, the belief was that Jesus 
meant what he said.  He left us this 
sacrament in every Mass so that we 
might share his real presence in the 
Eucharist, formally declared by the 
Council of Trent in the 16th century to 
be the presence of “his body and blood, 
soul and divinity.”  

I have a hunch that if those who de-
signed the survey had asked Catholics 
if they believed that Jesus was really 
present to them when they received 
the Eucharist, many more would have 
answered yes.  They should all pray the 
breviary.

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge and writes 
on current topics for The Catholic 
Commentator. He can be reached at 
johnnycarville@gmail.com.
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Finding peace
The verdict is in; justice has pre-

vailed.
Now is the time for healing.

The nation breathed a collective sigh of 
relief when a Minneapolis jury courageous-
ly convicted former police officer Derek 
Chauvin in the killing of George Floyd, an 
incident that sparked racial unrest that left 
cities in ashes, a tattered society and family 
pitted against family.

The video that captured Chauvin kneel-
ing on Floyd’s neck for more than nine 
minutes will likely carve out its own indel-
ible chapter in racial history, but hopefully 
mark the turning point of finally undoing 
centuries of injustice.

Arising from the incident was a renewed 
awareness of racism and a bi-partisan 
determination that has also transcended 
racial lines to bring about a society where 
diversity is celebrated and bigotry ex-
punged.

With Chauvin now likely to spend the 
better part of his life behind bars, the focus 
must shift to healing a splintered nation.

When will African Americans be able to 
walk the streets and feel comfortable when 
encountering law enforcement officials? 
How will parents instill trust in their chil-
dren regarding the police?

Perhaps most importantly how do we 
as a nation look at each other through the 
prism of equity?

Early results are not encouraging.
In a cruel irony, during the Chauvin trial 

a police officer shot and killed an African 
American man during a traffic stop in sub-
urban Minneapolis. Additional shootings 
have followed, exacerbating the frustration 
and weariness.

For the country to mend, to ameliorate 
a fissure centuries in the making, divisive 
ideologies must be set aside for societal 
unity, ills of prejudice quelched by racial 
harmony, the “isms” challenging modern 
culture replaced by acceptance and love.

Quite simply, the answer lies in peace, a 
peace that can only be found in Scripture.

St. Paul in his letter to the Hebrews 
stressed, even 2,000 years ago, to “make 
every effort to live in peace with everyone.”

In his letter to the Corinthians, St. 
Paul issues a message that is powerful 
even today: “Agree with one another, live 
in peace.”

In Galatians, the message continues to 
resonate: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

There is hope as the movement toward 
healing, toward equality, toward justice is 
gaining strength. No longer should voices 
for  justice be silenced. 

Failure means Floyd’s and the death of 
so many others will have been in vain.

And that may be a tragedy from which 
the country can never recover.
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Imagine trying to follow 
a game whose rules and 
objectives you don’t know 

and whose players aren’t let-
ting on. That is approximately 
how things now stand where 
the Supreme Court, President 
Joe Biden and the issue of 
abortion are concerned. And if 
that sounds complicated, that’s 
because it is.

Start with the court. Since 
early last fall, it has had before 
it a petition to review a case 
that many people believe 
provides a good place for 
it to begin its long-awaited 
scaling back of decisions 
like 1973’s Roe v. Wade and 
1992’s Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey that opened the flood-
gates to legalized abortion.

The case  Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health  involves a 
Mississippi law to ban virtu-
ally all abortions after the 
15th week of pregnancy. In 
December 2019 the 5th Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals upheld 
a lower court ruling overturn-
ing the law, and the Supreme 
Court is being asked to review 
the appeals court’s decision.

Week after week since 
then, the court has list-
ed Dobbs among the cases the 
justices would be looking at in 
the next closed-door confer-
ence at which they would 

decide which cases they would  
or wouldn’t  review. And week 
after week, when the orders 
list was published, Dobbs has 
been missing, neither accepted 
nor rejected.

It is often said that the 
Supreme Court now has a 
six-member prolife majority  
Chief Justice John Roberts and 
Associate Justices Clarence 
Thomas, Samuel Alito, Neil 
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and 
Amy Coney Barrett. But only 
four justices’ votes are needed 
for a case to be accepted for re-
view. Why hasn’t Dobbs made 
the grade yet with at least four 
of those six?

At this point, turn to the 
other player in this game, 
Biden. During last year’s cam-
paign, pro-abortion activists in 
his party pressured candidate 
Biden to say that, if elected, he 
would support court-packing 
legislation to expand the mem-
bership of the court by adding 

enough new justices to out-
vote the prolife majority. 

But Biden, apparently not 
keen on court-packing, instead 
promised to create a  commis-
sion to consider proposals for 
changing the way court oper-
ates. Court-packing will be 
among them, but so will other 
ideas like 18-year non-renew-
able terms for justices.

Biden has now established 
the commission, a 36-member 
body of law professors and 
retired judges, and given it six 
months to do its job. There is 
no telling what it will say  if 
anything  about court-packing 
or anything else.

Just here it is important to 
note another player who joined 
this game only recently, Su-
preme Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer. In a two-hour lecture 
at the Harvard law school, the 
82-year-old Breyer, one of the 
court’s liberals and a reliable 
pro-choice vote,  strongly op-

posed court packing, saying 
such blatant politicizing would 
undermine public willingness 
to accept the court’s decisions. 
In view of this opposition 
from an eminent pro-choice 
source, Biden has even stron-
ger grounds for saying no to 
‘packing,’ when and if the need 
arises.

Against this background, 
the pro-lifers on the court 
would seem be safe in ac-
cepting Dobbs or some other 
abortion-related case for 
review, without the threat of 
court-packing hanging over 
their heads. If they do, that 
could mean oral arguments in 
the fall and a decision before 
the summer of 2022.

Shaw was secretary for public 
affairs of the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops/
United States Catholic Confer-
ence from 1969 to 1987. He is 
the author of 20 books.

Why do sincere people so often find themselves 
at odds with each other?  The issue here is 
not about when sincerity meets insincerity or 

plain old sin. No. The question is why sincere, God-
fearing people can find themselves radically at odds 
with each other.

There’s an interesting passage in 
Nikos Kazantzakis’ autobiography that 
intimates far more than it reveals at first 
glance. Commenting on Greek mythol-
ogy and the many conflicts there among 
the gods and goddesses, Kazantzakis 
writes this: “The heroes in ancient Greek 
tragedies were no more or less than Dio-
nysus’s scattered limbs, clashing among 
themselves. They clashed because they 
were fragments. Each represented only 
one part of the deity; they were not an in-
tact god. Dionysus, the intact god, stood 
invisible in the center of the tragedy and 
governed the story’s birth, development 
and catharsis. For the initiated spectator, 
the god’s scattered limbs, though battling 
against one another, had already been 
secretly united and reconciled within him. They had 
composed the god’s intact body and formed a har-
mony.” 

In Greek mythology, the supreme god, Dionysus, 
was intact, containing all the scattered pieces of divin-
ity that took particular incarnations in various gods, 
goddesses and human persons. Inside Dionysus, the in-
tact god, there was harmony, everything fitted together, 
but everywhere else various pieces of divinity wrestled 
and sparred with each other, forever in tension and in 
power struggles. 

That image is a fertile metaphor shedding light 

on many things. Among other things, it can help us 
understand what’s at the root of many of the conflicts 
between sincere people and why we have a lot of reli-
gious differences. 

What is the root cause when people are at odds 
with each other and there is no insincer-
ity or sin involved, when both parties 
are honest and God-fearing? Today we 
speak of ideological differences, his-
torical differences, political differences 
and personal history as to why sincere 
people often see the world differently 
and are at odds with each other. We 
have a language for that. However, I’m 
not sure our current language (for all 
its sophistication) captures the heart of 
this as clearly as does that particular 
metaphor inside Greek mythology. In 
the end, aren’t we all grabbing our own 
piece of God and making it the be all 
and end all, without accepting that those 
we are fighting also have a piece of God, 
and we have divinity fighting divinity? 

Boiled down to its root, isn’t that what 
lies at the base of the tension between conservative 
and liberal, between soul and spirit, between head and 
heart, between young and old, between body and soul 
and between the other binaries that divide us? Haven’t 
each of us grabbed an authentic piece of divinity and 
(because we don’t have a vision of the intact God) let 
our piece of divinity become the prism through which 
everything else must be seen? 

We are not an “initiated spectator” who, as Kazant-
zakis puts it, has enough of a vision of the intact God to 
see how all the pieces ultimately fit in harmony. So we 
continue in our disharmony.

Much too can be gleaned from this image in terms 
of how we view other religions. Writing around the year 
200, one of our renowned church fathers, Clement of Al-
exandria, wrote a book he entitled (in Greek), “Stroma-
ta,”  a word which literally means “being strewn about.” 
His concept (carefully nuanced through his Christian 
lens) was that God, while revealed normatively in Jesus 
Christ, is also “strewn” (in pieces) in other religions 
and in nature itself. In essence, what he is saying is 
that there are pieces of God lying around everywhere, 
though Clement doesn’t elaborate on how these discrete 
pieces of divinity often fight with each other.

More recently, Raimondo Panikkar (died 2010), one 
of the major Christian commentators on world reli-
gions, again picked up this concept of God as “strewn” 
and applied it to world religions. For him, what Chris-
tianity sees as contained in the Trinity is experienced 
in pieces by people in other faiths. For example, certain 
faiths, like Buddhism, make central the experience of 
contingency, awe, dependence and self-effacement in 
the face of what they believe to be “God.” For Panik-
kar, these are religions of “God the father.” Some other 
faiths, particularly Christianity but also Judaism and 
Islam, strongly emphasize “God, the father,” but their 
scriptures and other beliefs have an incarnational prin-
ciple, a “Christ.” Certain other religions such as Taoism 
and Hinduism focus much more on the experience of 
spirit, the “Holy Spirit.” Since we each emphasize one 
particular aspect of God, it is no surprise that, despite 
sincerity on all sides, we often don’t get along.

Oblate Father rOn rOlheiSer, theologian, teacher and 
award-winning author, is president of the Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He can  
be contacted through his website ronrolheiser.com and  
facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Guest  
Columnist  

Russell Shaw

The Supreme Court’s abortion mystery

The origin of our conflicts and differences

In Exile
Father Ron Rolheiser
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Looking To RenT
RN returning to Baton Rouge looking 
for small cottage rental home.  Email info 
to smayer@salcoconstruction.com.

YOUR AD HERE. Credit cards accepted. 
225-387-0983

In sales employment advertise-
ments, the advertiser must name 
the product or service to be sold. 
Ads must state how wages will be 
paid (salary, commissions, etc.) if 
money is mentioned. The ad must 
also state if there is an investment 
required.

Enclosed is $9.50 for the first 15 words + 15¢ for each word thereafter + 25¢ per line for each special effect (all caps, centered 
line, bold lettering); for a total of $___________for each issue. Call for charging on your credit card.

Mail to: The Catholic Commentator, P.O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316
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NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

❑ Announcements ❑ Business Services ❑ Cards of Thanks ❑ For Rent ❑ For Sale ❑ Help Wanted
❑ Positions Wanted ❑ Legal Notices  ❑ Other    

Check Category:

Advertisements will not 

be published without  

full payment in advance. 

Print Your Ad Here

 DATES TO RUN:

HeLp WanTed HeLp WanTed

Business seRvice

ClassifiedsThe Catholic Commentator
PO Box 3316
Baton Rouge LA 70821-3316

For help placing your classified ad, 
call 225-387-0983. All classified ads are prepaid. 

Credit cards are now accepted.

announcemenTs

FoR saLe

While we at The Catholic Com-
mentator do our best to bring re-
liable advertisers to our readers, 
we are not responsible for any 
claims made by any advertiser.

FoR saLe

Business seRvice

Business seRvice

Single burial plot for sale.  Will sell 
for less than current value.  Resthaven 
Gardens of Memory.  Located on Sunset 
Lake in Sunset Garden.  For more infor-
mation call or text 225-333-2594.

Single Cemetery plot in Resthaven’s 
Garden of Prayer in Baton Rouge.  $3900.  
Call 225-384-0070.

Greenoaks Memorial.  4 plots in Garden 
of Crucifix $9000; $5000 for 2 plots.  Call 
786-271-3476 or 305-761-8675.

Roselawn Cemetery.  Three plots  
together under giant red oak tree.  Mon-
uments included.  Section J.  $9900. Call 
504-393-6443.

Greenoaks Memorial Park.  Single 
plot for sale located in Promise Garden.  
$3600.  Call 225-926-7110.

Two plots in Roselawn Memorial Park 
Cemetery.  Southeast corner, southeast 
corridor.  Lot 246 Section I. $2750 each.  
Call 225-603-4002.

HOUSE WASHING
MILDEW REMOVAL

CALL 225-276-8236

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty!  

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA flair.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

HOUSEKEEPER AND SITTER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

25 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

Catholic Financial Insurance Agent
Whole, Term and Final Expense

Call 225-910-0866 or Email:  irvin-
wb59@yahoo.com

H U M A N J U A N H O L Y
E M O T E U S N A E V O O
L I L T S G E T S R A C Y
P A L A T E R E S O L I O

K Y R I E A D D
N O V A R U M I D A

Y O U N G E A U V A D I S
O S S O R R S L E D A
W H E A L S O S A E S O P
L A D O N E N E S S

T W O O S C A R
F A Y E R E D D U R B A R
A L A N W R A P M A O R I
S O R T A L M A E N D E D
T E E S Y E N S D E E R E

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

NOW HIRING
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN

TIRE AND LUBE TECH
*LIBERAL BENEFITS PROGRAM

*FIVE-DAY WORK WEEK (OFF WEEK-
ENDS)

FOR PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
INTERVIEW

CALL L. J. ROSS 225-937-7775

Roselawn Memorial Park, Baton Rouge. 
Two plots near front $3500 each.  Head-
to-toe.  Sold separately or together.  225-
291-5764 or 225-678-4189.

For information on how to advertise  
in The Catholic Commentator, call

225-387-0983.

Need a job,
provide a service or want to tutor,  

it all starts with the Classifieds.

joined the Marian Servants of the Eu-
charist. Lisa Landry was director of the 
Marian Servants before she died of can-
cer in 2020.

Glen Landry saw changes in his wife 
after she finished the school of spiritual 
direction in Clearwater, which motivat-
ed him to join the Marian Servants. The 
community influences his faith life.

“As an engineer – two plus two equals 
four – I was trying to make things come 
out as I had planned,” said Landry.

The Marian Servants helped Landry 
form an Ignatian viewpoint that “what-
ever God’s will is my will.”

This helps him to accept the situ-
ations more readily, which especially 

helped when Lisa’s passing became in-
evitable. But Mary showed she is with 
and prays for us “at the hour of our 
death.”

“Mary’s presence was very much felt, 
that mother figure providing comfort,” 
said Landry.

He also finds consolation knowing 
Mary experience loss in her life when 
Jesus died upon the cross.

As a statement of an eternal bond 
between the Marian Servants, Lisa’s 
named was enrolled in the “Marian 
Servants of the Resurrection” which is 
“a community that exists in heaven with 
our Lord.”

For more information the Baton 
Rouge and Hammond Marian Servants 
communities, visit marianservantsbr.
org and divineprovidence.org.

SERVANTS 
From page 3

Pro-Life Car Cinema – A pro-life car cinema featuring “Horton Hears a Who” 
will be held Saturday, May 15, 8 p.m., at St. John the Evangelist Church, 15208 
Hwy. 73, Prairieville. Admission is $10 per vehicle and sponsorships are accepted. 
Concessions will also be available. All proceeds benefit Louisiana Right to Life. To 
purchase tickets and for more information, visit prolifelouisiana.org/carcinema.

Discalced Carmelites – The Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites will 
meet Sunday, May 16, 1:30 p.m., at the Our Lady of Mercy Parish Activity Center 
in the St. Gabriel Room, 444 Marquette Ave., Baton Rouge. For details, call Ethlyn 
White at 225-803-3391 or email robertwhite456@att.net.

Wine Conference – Registration is open for the “Called by Name” conference 
hosted by Women in the New Evangelization (WINE). The event will be held Satur-
day, July 24, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., at St. Aloysius Church, 2025 Stuart Ave., Baton Rouge. 
To register and for cost information, visit CatholicVineyard.com. 

St. Agnes Masses – St. Agnes Church, 749 East Blvd., Baton Rouge, will host a 
St. Charbel healing Mass Friday, May 21, 6 p.m. and a pro-life Mass Tuesday, May 
11, 5:30 p.m. For more information, call the St. Agnes Church office at 225-383-
4127. 
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A MOTHER’S LOVE – Amy LeJeune provides love and support for children in the foster care system 
as a foster and adoptive mom. In the process she is enlarging her family through ongoing relation-
ships with the children’s biological families. Here she is pictured with her adopted children, from 
left, Ember, 3, soon to be adopted Kye, 2, and Maximus, 5. Her journey will be featured in the May 21 
issue of The Catholic Commentator. Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

Joe Skibinski, Agent

DUCA 
From page 1

at this time, we will require that 
all worshipers be masked. 

 I think wearing masks and reducing 
physical distancing as needed reflects 
our experience that even in parishes 
where physical distancing has mostly 
disappeared, but masks are worn, the 
virus is not easily spread at Mass if at all. 

Simply stressing the wearing of 
masks allows us to move to fuller ca-
pacity and still have the most effective 
practice in place to reduce any further 
spread.  By adopting this preference for 
masks your pastors can simplify our 
Sunday practices and allow us to issue 
a simple, positive and hopeful invita-
tion, “Wear your mask and return 
to Mass!”   

Since with this change we can accom-
modate everyone who wishes to return 
to Mass, I have decided that, as long as 
we are able to continue to reduce the 
spread of COVID in our diocese and 
state, I plan to formally lift the dispensa-

tion from the obligation to attend Sun-
day Mass on June 6, the feast of Corpus 
Christi.  This will allow us, with the use 
of masks, to move to 100% capacity as 
people return to Mass 

Of course, I want to assure all our 
Catholic faithful if they are unvaccinat-
ed, or if they have underlying conditions 
which make the virus more dangerous, 
or if they are simply fearful, that they 
should consider themselves exempt 
from the obligation to attend Mass for 
these reasons and therefore will not 
need a special dispensation.   

The reduction of physical distancing 
with the use of masks will happen at a 
different pace in every parish, but we 
will continue to move in this direction so 
that we can invite everyone back without 
worrying about having a place for them 
at Mass.  So, after 14 months of restric-
tive guidelines, I now with cautious and 
prayerful optimism issue a simple and 
hopeful message: “Wear your mask 
and return to Mass!” 

†Michael G. Duca 
Bishop of Baton Rouge

Commentator
T H E  C A T H O L I C

Printing some 40,000 copies  
every other week for the  

Diocese of Baton Rouge

NEWS.DIOBR.ORG
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of acquittal were scant, a fact 
she reconciled herself to as the 
weeklong trial progressed.

“You can’t prove self-defense, 
not when someone is not there 
to witness,” said the 74-year-old 
Taylor, who thanks to the efforts 
of the Tulane Law School Do-
mestic Abuse Clinic was granted 
her freedom this past October. 

Although stripped of her 
freedom in a Gretna courtroom, 
what even the jury could not 
shackle was her faith. A cradle 
Catholic and New Orleans na-
tive who spent much of her early 
years in Oklahoma, Taylor said 
her faith was her beacon of hope, 
the light of freedom that never 
left her horizon. 

“It’s not just the faith, it’s the 

people, it’s the Catholic people. 
It’s so glorious,” she said.

Father John Carville, who 
knew Taylor from celebrating 
Mass at LCIW, wrote a letter in 
her support to the parole board. 
Father Carville said Taylor was 
well liked by her fellow inmates 
and never missed a Mass.

“I felt that I could always 
count on her to help me under-
stand what the women prisoners 
needed,” Father Carville said. 
“She was quite knowledgeable 
about her faith and I think she 
really was a conduit of God’s 
grace to many of her fellow in-
mates.”

Taylor’s life dramatically 
changed in 1997 when a for-
mer boyfriend with an exten-
sive history of domestic abuse 
ambushed her at the front door 
of her Gretna apartment. The 

diminutive Taylor, who stands 
less than five feet tall, was easily 
overpowered by the burly brick-
layer.

At one point, she was able 
to free herself and ran into the 
kitchen, where she grabbed a 
knife for protection. Accord-
ing to Taylor, her attacker then 
lunged at her, breaking her foot 
in the process, while promising 
to kill her. 

It was during that sequence 
when the attacker was stabbed, 
she said.

“He could have easily thrown 
me over the balcony; he was so 
full of drugs and hate,” Taylor 
said, adding that an autopsy re-
vealed he had excessive amounts 
of cocaine and alcohol in his 
system. “I was just in survival 
mode.

“There was no one there but 
me and God and God knows 
what happened.”

On the day of the verdict, 
Taylor was transported to the 
Louisiana Cor-
rectional Insti-
tute for Women, 
still wearing 
her pinstripe 
business suit 
and fashionable 
heels, drawing 
more than a few 
curious stares 
from inmates. 

After a rela-
tively quiet first 
year with no 
reports against 
her, Taylor was 
assigned to 
the chapel, the 
first of several 
l i fe-changing 
events. She 
started out as 
a housekeeper, 
cleaning the 
pews and doing 
whatever else 
was needed. 

She also en-
rolled in discipleship courses 
and assisted at various Christ-
mas events. 

While working in the chapel, 
she began to counsel women 
whose sons or daughters had 
been murdered. She said she 
knew that when the chaplain’s 
phone rang and she heard the 
scream from the other end, trag-
edy had just struck an inmate’s 
family.

“There is no wail like that of a 
mother who’s lost her child,” Tay-
lor said. “You stop in your tracks 
and you know what is going on.”

The chaplain would often in-
troduce herself to the grieving 

mother and together 
they would pray in 
the chapel. Taylor 
said she was not 
going to allow the 
grieving mother to 
break down alone in 
her living quarters.

“That is what 
started changing 
me, when I felt their 
grief,” she said. “I 
imagined the grief 
my victim’s parents 
had, regardless of 
his background and 
regardless he had a 
record for all of that 
stuff. 

“That was their 
child and I had killed 
a child of God.”

The lens by which 
she viewed life also shifted.

“I watched other people and 
knew how they felt,” she said “I 
began to relate to the women, I 
began to love the women. And 

they knew it.”
During this 

time she also 
began to build 
a prison library, 
including nu-
merous Catho-
lic and Chris-
tian books. She 
feasted on ev-
ery word writ-
ten about lives 
of the saints, 
which also 
nourished her 
now flourishing 
spiritual life.

At one point 
she was invited 
to enroll in the 
New Orleans 
Baptist Theo-
logical Semi-
nary but de-
clined.

“God said 
to me, ‘I need 
someone in 

the trenches. You have studied 
from the tree of knowledge and 
will continue to study from the 
tree of life. And when someone 
comes to you with a problem you 
will be there in the library,’ ” Tay-
lor said. “And that is exactly what 
happened. People came to me.”

After reading Gov. John Bel 
Edwards inauguration speech 
in 2016, Taylor said she was in-
spired to apply for clemency. 
After all, she knew she was in-
nocent.

So she began documenting 
everything about her case, and 
in August of that year the docu-
ments were ready to be filed, 

only to be lost in the historic 
2016 flood.

Undeterred, she went back 
to writing at Jetson Center for 
Youth in Baker where many 
LCIW inmates were transferred 
following the 2016 flood, focused 
on her future while chronicling 
her past.

In 2019, the Tulane Law 
School’s Domestic Violence 
Clinic picked up her case and in 
August, it was presented to the 
parole board. 

Taylor’s sisters from Califor-
nia and Malaysia flew in to sup-
port her, and many people of-
fered written statements on her 
behalf, including Father Carville 
and Deacon Randy Clement, 
a deacon assistant at St. John 
the Evangelist Church in Prai-
rieville.

She was granted parole and 
in the summer of 2020 Edwards 
granted Taylor clemency, but 
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic she was not released until 
October.

Her first stop when clinic 
members picked her up at Jet-
son?

Starbucks, of course.
Today, she has her driver’s li-

cense, a laptop computer on the 
way and is learning to use a cell 
phone, what she calls “this beast. 
I had a cordless phone and that 
was top of the line.”

Her optimism is infectious, 
her positive attitude refresh-
ing, even after spending nearly a 
third of her life incarcerated.

She said it’s only the begin-
ning.

“I would like to interface 
with Catholics, be involved with 
something where I can be of 
use,” she said in heartfelt words. 
“I want to pay back and give 
back.”

Beatrice Taylor

“God said to me, ‘I 
need someone in the 
trenches. You have 
studied from the 
tree of knowledge 

and will continue to 
study from the tree 
of life. And when 
someone comes to 

you with a problem 
you will be there in 

the library.’ ”
Beatrice Taylor

On Sunday, May 9h, as we honor our 
mothers, please remember that 
mothers everywhere share the same 
hopes for their children – that they 

will grow up to be good and kind, happy and 
healthy – but most of all, that God will keep 
them safe from harm.   
 

Every day at St. Vincent de Paul, we see needy 
mothers who are struggling to take care of 
themselves and their children.  Many of them 
have been victims of domestic violence.  Some 
have been abandoned by people they thought 
they could trust.   
 

We see young mothers and children who have 
been sleeping in their cars.  Others have 
nothing but the clothes they are wearing.  Too 
many older mothers and grandmothers can’t 
afford their life-sustaining medications.  Their 

stories may be heartbreaking, but 
they still have hope for a brighter 
future – for themselves and their 
children.  Help us provide hope!    
 

Help a mother in need!  One dollar will provide 
a hot meal; $12 will provide shelter for a 
mother and her family each night; and $28 will 
fill a life-sustaining prescription; so you can 
imagine what a difference a larger gift can 
make.  Any gift, no matter how small, will 
bring hope to someone in need.   
Make your gift online at www.svdpbr.org.  

Where would we be 
without our mothers? 

PRISONER 
From page 1
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